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He now claims through his counsel the money with which he was carrying on his business, only a small part of which we got, be restored to him. This was the instrument of his guilt. His counsel demands the money shall be returned to Samuels. I have now stated the facts to the President: if he chooses to make the order I can have no objection. I have done my duty in the matter by submitting this report to his judgment. I have no doubt the money ought to be retained or else every farthing captured in running the blockade at Wilmington and elsewhere should be given up to the Blockade Runner.
I have the honor to be very respectfully,
BBNJ. F. BUTLER, Maj. Gen. Com'd.
i From General Butler        *
Head Quarters Dept. Va & N. C.t Army of the James, Jan. Qtii, 1865
Soldiers of the Army of the James
YOUR Commander, relieved by the order of the President, takes leave of you.
Your conduct in the field has extorted praises from the unwilling.
You have endured the privations of the camp and the march without a murmur.
You have never failed in attack when ordered.
You have stormed and carried works deemed impregnable by the enemy.
You have shown the positions to be so by holding them against the fiercest assaults in the attempt to retake them.
Those skilled in war have marvelled at the obstacles overcome by your valor.
Your line of works have excited the wonder of officers of other nations, who have come to learn defensive warfare from the monuments of your skilled labor.
Your deeds have rendered your name illustrious.
In after times your General's proudest memory will be to say with you, "I, too, was of the Army of the James."
To share such companionship is pleasure.
To participate in such acts is honor.
To have commanded such an Army is GLORY.
No one could yield it without regret.
Knowing your willing obedience to orders: witnessing your ready devotion of your blood in your country's cause, I have been chary of the precious charge confided to me.